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Driving Sustainable Innovation to Deliver Impact
The 2019 Knowledge Into Action Forum (KIAF) will bring together the ABIS network and relevant
stakeholders to discuss and collaborate on how to drive innovation by putting sustainability at the core
of business and research practices. The KIAF will offer a platform to present innovative ideas and
initiatives, as well as the opportunity to create new partnerships with existing research and innovation
projects. The event objective is to boost project development capitalizing on the expertise within the

9:30 - 9:45

ABIS community and to create measurable outputs and relevant impact for society.

Opening: The Knowledge Into Action Forum
Ivo Matser,
CEO - The Academy of Business in Society

Keynote: How do we drive sustainable innovation?

9:45 - 10:00

As a new, disruptive company developing a new standard in biodegradable and compostable plastics,
Polymateria is at the forefront of delivering sustainable innovation. In this opening speech, we will hear
how Polymateria is supporting the circular economy and tackling the global crisis of plastic pollution
while also seizing a profitable business opportunity. The speech will also address the need to and
importance of partnering up with stakeholders, and academia in particular, along the journey.

Niall Dunne
CEO - Polymateria

How to make sustainable innovation happen?
Insights from business and academia
The panel session will bring high-level voices from leading organizations on how they are financing,

10:00 - 10:50

supporting and partnering for the development of innovation and relevant research with real-world
impact. The aim is to raise awareness of the existing operating models and collaboration possibilities
for sustainable innovation.

Jacqueline Hochreiter
Sustainability Lead
AB InBeV Europe

Clive Allison
Global Director
Innovation & New Business Models
UNILEVER

Ailbhe Timmons
Manager Employee Engagement EMEA
Johnson & Johnson

Jonatan Pinkse
Executive Director
Manchester Institute of Innovation Research
University of Manchester
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11:00 - 11:50

Innovation forum part 1 - Pitching session
Present ideas to define the context of the potential action plan
The Innovation Forum focuses on developing ideas for innovative projects and action plans for initiatives aiming
to investigate, explore or implement sustainable solutions. The pitching session will give the opportunity to the
speakers to give a teaser of the challenge or dilemma that will be discussed in each breakout session.

ENABLING ACCESS TO SAFE WATER IN EMERGING MARKETS
How to improve compliance at community water stations and kiosks and how to drive more consistent
and regular consumption of clean water in emerging markets such as Africa, India and Bangladesh.
Chris Loxley - Project Leader Global R&D, Unilever

FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE INNOVATION THROUGH PAY-FOR-SUCCESS MODELS
Pay-for-success (PFS) programs can be a more practical financial tool for efficient use of private and public
spending that can generate value-based sustainable solutions and potentially create more incentives for
investing in social and environmental innovation.
Esben Rahbek Pedersen - Professor, Copenhagen Business School

SUSTAINABLE REPORTING AND AUDITING MODEL TO ADDRESS SOCIETAL NEEDS BEYOND 2020
Despite the abundance of frameworks and guidance on ESG topics, there is a lack of consistency, comparability
and reliability in the information available by companies. What are the key areas that need to be considered and
ways we can progress on how ESG reporting and auditing can be developed to meet the needs of stakeholders?
Anthony Carey - Partner, Mazars

Alexia Perversi - Director, Mazars

ENGAGING JUNIOR ENTERPRISES IN OPEN INNOVATION INITIATIVES FOR SMEs
Collaboration with students has proven to be very effective for local SMEs interested in open
innovation. JETOP runs a successful open innovation event and the next editions are planned to
focus on sustainable innovation. How to improve their engagement model and how to scale up this
format with all the other 330 European junior enterprises?
David Palazzetti - Vice Head of Sales JETOP

Eugenio Massini - Head of Sales JETOP

LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGIES TO ADDRESS GRAND SOCIETAL CHALLENGES
Tech4Impact convenes industry leaders from different sectors to work with EPFL labs on advancing responsible
business practices and explore impactful market opportunities around the Sustainable Development Goals. The
pitched challenge will be on how to break down silos and work on cross-sector technological solutions to
advance on sustainable development.
Julia Binder - Project Leader Tech4Impact EPFL

UPSCALING CARBON LITERACY FOR ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Carbon Literacy acts as a catalyst initiating long-term action to address this environmental and economic
problem, through an established methodology for engagement on climate change. How to scale up the
numbers of trained people as well as catalyze and engage them and their organizations in climate action.
Dave Coleman - Managing Director, Cooler Projects CIC

13:00 - 14:45
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Innovation forum part 2: From context setting to action design
These sessions will be facilitated by ABIS staff and aim at stimulating and facilitating the
development of innovative ideas by guaranteeing the process to identify a project idea while
leaving the expertise, content creation and idea generation to the audience

Idea Crowd Sourcing
Participants will brainstorm and propose ideas to address the challenges presented by the
30'min

speakers. Though it is fun, fast, and casual, it is a serious and valid way to generate an
uncensored set of bold ideas and then to tap into the wisdom of the whole group.

?

Now-How-How
Through an idea selection tool the groups will brainstorm, plan ideas, and organize their
thoughts collaboratively. The matrix categorizes ideas based on their originality and the

15 min

ease of implementation.

Project Ideation
The Project Canvas is an easy-to-use tool that will support participants in understanding
30'min

and designing potential new project ideas. It will help to uncover unexpected areas of
innovation and to identify potential activities and connected risks

Team composition
It is a simple process that will help to identify potential team profiles. This process will
allow expressing potential interest to be part of the further development of potential

15:45 - 16:00

15:00 - 15:45

15 min

projects.

Innovation Forum part 3: Final pitch and feedback session
The final pitch will give the opportunity to each breakout's group representative to present
the outcomes of the creative session to the whole audience. This will allow participants to
express their interest in the session they were not able to attend.
Each presentation will be closed with a Q&A

Closing remarks
Alfons Saquet,
Chair of the Board of Directors - The Academy of Business in Society

